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  NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR  
THURSDAY, MAY 22ND, 2008 

 

Clapham School Community aims to provide a safe, happy and vibrant learning environment where all  
are valued and are encouraged to develop responsibility, confidence and a love of learning. 
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  FRIDAY, MAY 23RD   *  ASSEMBLY 9.10 A.M. 
  SUNDAY, MAY 25 TH    *  WORKING BEE 9.00 – 11.00 A.M. 
  MONDAY, MAY 26 TH – 27TH, 28TH   *  WIRRAWAY CAMP FOR YR 5/6 STUDENTS 
  THURSDAY, MAY 29 TH   *  INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS – SCIENCE YRS 3-7 
  MONDAY, JUNE 2ND   *  GOVERNING COUNCIL MEETING 7.15 P.M. 
  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4 TH   *  MONARTO ZO0 VISIT FOR RECEPTION-YR 2 STUDENTS  
     *  ITC MEETING 7.00 P.M. 
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  FRIDAY, JUNE 6 TH    *  STUDENT FREE DAY – OSHC AVAILABLE 
  MONDAY, JUNE 9 TH   *  QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY 
  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11 TH   *  BIGGEST MORNING TEA – 9.00 – 10.00’ish 
  THURSDAY, JUNE 12 TH   *  INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS  - WRITING YRS 3-7  
                   “                               “          - SPELLING YRS 3-7 
  MONDAY, JUNE 16 TH – 17TH  *  MATHS MANIA 
  FRIDAY, JUNE 20 TH   *  ASSEMBLY 9.10 A.M. 
  THURSDAY, JUNE 26 TH   *  SCHOOL PHOTOS 
  FRIDAY, JUNE 27 TH   *  FUNDRAISER – ‘KUNG FU PANDA’ FILM AT CAPRI THEATRE   
 

Dear Parents, Students & Friends of Clapham 
 
NAPLAN   
These National Tests for students in Years 3, 5 and 7 
went well last week.  Our children stuck to the tasks 
and the schedules admirably. Thanks to the staff for 
their organisational skills and for coping with this 
disruption to our routine. 
 

Results will be back to parents and the school some 
time in August. 
 
SPORTS & TEAMWORK  
With winter sports started we have entered the time 
of the year when the highest number of students are 
participating in sport at any one time. 
 

It is the time when all students are exposed to the 
opportunity to practice teamwork. 
 

Teamwork is a demanding skill simply because the 
team is more important than the individual.  Better 
players on the bench or as a reserve may find it hard 
to see a less skilled player being given a turn. 
 

This year we are in the position where some soccer 
teams have lots of reserves.  There will be lots of 
reserve and resting time. 
 

Parents can help their children, the coaches, 
managers and the school by talking about the 
resilience and patience required, and that being off 
the field is part of being a team. 
 

A team member can learn lots by watching team- 
mates in action, especially with helpful and positive 
comments by parents.  A team member can 
congratulate team mates on the good moves seen. 
 
The winter sports time is a fantastic time for 
children’s sports.  On behalf of the staff I look forward 



to parents supporting the coaches and managers and 
thank all adults for their voluntary efforts so far. 
 
We have had a tremendous start to this sporting 
season.  With your support it will be a memorable 
one for each child! 
 
TRAFFIC AND ROAD SAFETY  
Several comments have been made to us in the 
Front Office about road safety around the school. 
With the start of wet weather, and then winter not far 
away, we all need to take more care on the roads 
and driveways, especially around our schools. 
 
Of particular concern are children who come out to 
cross Barretts Road from the northern side.  Young 
children cannot be seen by motorists until they are on 
the actual road.  Sometimes they just run across the 
road after coming out between two cars. 
 
Please encourage your children to use the road 
crossing whenever possible and to take extra care.  
Thank you. 
 
PORT POWER TICKETS 
Once again we have access to some tickets to a Port 
Power game later in the year. The tickets will cost 
$3.00 each, incl. GST.  Children will need to be 
supervised by an adult.  Adult and child tickets are 
$3.00 each, incl. GST. 
 

The game is on Sunday, July 27th, versus Fremantle 
at 12:40 pm. 
 

To get a ticket all you have to do is write details on a 
slip of paper, number of children and number of 
adults, name and class of eldest child. 
 

Please put the correct money at $3.00 per ticket in an 
envelope, and the name of the eldest child and class 
also on the envelope.  Send the envelope to the 
school’s Book Room before Friday, June 20th. 
 

Regards, 
Richard & Rod 
 
    

COMPUTER CORNERCOMPUTER CORNERCOMPUTER CORNERCOMPUTER CORNER    
    

Now that the Internet is faster after last year’s 
Statewide upgrade many of the students are finding that 
they are gobbling up their initial Internet allocation quite 
quickly. With whole class activities involving the 
Internet, such as the Team 3 Maths groups, the students 
use an alternative username and a temporary password.  
This way they can save their own internet resources for 
their own research.  
 

In this week’s Newsletter is the final EdAlive Community 
software offer of  $10 per program. In the past the 
school has benefitted greatly from this initiative as we 
have received whole school site licences for Typing 
Tournament, Spell Force and Ultimate Maths Invaders 
for free, or at a greatly reduced price because of your 
support. If you wish to have a closer look at the 
programs offered check out the demos on their web 
site. 
 

Kym Palka 
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Paula Mitchell 
On behalf of the Fundraising Committee 
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Thank you to the Year 7 students who have returned 
their Yr 8 application form.  If you haven’t returned it, 
can you please do so as soon as possible?  �����
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Students going to non-Government schools also need to 
return the forms. 
 
There is also a Registration of Interest form included in 
the Yr 8 pack for the Australian Science & Mathematics 
School for Yr 10-12 students, which also needs to be 
completed and returned if you are interested in pursuing 
this option when your child is in Yr 10. 
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PLEASE LOOK FOR THESE COMMUNICATIONS! 
These communications were sent home last fortnight: 
o Fundraising Update 
o Flyer for Working Bee - Sunday, May 25th 9-11 a.m. 
o Excursion to Marine Discovery Centre for Rms 7 and 9 
o Canteen Price List updated 
Included with this newsletter: 
o Room 3 students - African Animal Studies 
o EdAlive Software Brochure 
o ‘Deadly Australians’ Performance for students R-7 

 

Copies of all communications mentioned here are always 
available from the Front Office.����
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Earlier this week an updated Canteen Price 
List was sent home.  One of the new items included is the: 
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There will be four flavours to choose from - chicken, beef, 
tuna and vegetarian - and the cost will be $1.50. 
 

    

WORKINGWORKINGWORKINGWORKING BEE BEE BEE BEE    
    

SUNDAY, MAY 25SUNDAY, MAY 25SUNDAY, MAY 25SUNDAY, MAY 25THTHTHTH    
9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 –––– 11.00 11.00 11.00 11.00 a.m. a.m. a.m. a.m.    
(cuppa to follow)(cuppa to follow)(cuppa to follow)(cuppa to follow)    
    

All welcome to a general cleanAll welcome to a general cleanAll welcome to a general cleanAll welcome to a general clean----up and cut back!up and cut back!up and cut back!up and cut back!    
A flyer went home earlier this week  A flyer went home earlier this week  A flyer went home earlier this week  A flyer went home earlier this week  ---- please  please  please  please 

return the tearreturn the tearreturn the tearreturn the tear----off slip if you can offer some time off slip if you can offer some time off slip if you can offer some time off slip if you can offer some time 
on Sunday.on Sunday.on Sunday.on Sunday.    

    

Thanks for your support!Thanks for your support!Thanks for your support!Thanks for your support!    
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SPORTS RESULTS 
 
NETBALL  
C2 
10/5 Clapham   4 Braeview 12  
 
SAPSASA NETBALL KNOCKOUT  
On Friday 16th our team played Glen Osmond and had a 
great win 11-2.   
 
Congratulations to our team – Georgia Lang, Hannah 
Milenkovic, Letisha Kenyon, Louana Waldhuter, Jessica 
Bramley, Lucy Fitzgerald, Georgia Edmonds and Ashaya 
Lerstang – and to our Coach, Maree Waldhuter. 
�
SOCCER 
Seniors 
17/5  Clapham  2   Forbes  1  
The team made a great start to the game and the season 
with Nathan Van Eekeren slotting the ball past the Forbes’ 
keeper in the first few minutes.  Conditions were wet and 
windy and the game very open, with both teams having 
their chances to score. Forbes equalised late in the first 
half and the teams went into the break at 1-1.  
 
Early in the second half Clapham went ahead 2-1, when a 
series of attacks resulted in Ben Smerd finding the back of 
the net when unchecked in the penalty area. With 
Clapham’s solid defence, and forwards and mid-fielders 
playing well, it looked like it was all over, but to Forbes 
credit they attacked time and time again. Thanks to some 
spectacular goal keeping by Mark Ploenges, and tight 
checking by all defenders, we survived a nervous last five 
minutes to win the game.  
 
All the Clapham players did extremely well as a team and 
displayed excellent sportsmanship. Thanks for the support 
from parents and family, on what was a very cold and wet 
morning. 
 
Bob Ball 
Coach 
 
Under 11’s 
17/5   Clapham 9  Woodcroft 1 
Goal scorers were John 3, Kon, James & Wahed all kicked 
2.  It was a great start to the season, with all players 
playing well.   
 
Helen was captain for the day and was solid in defence.  
John had a great game, played well in defence and finished 
off with 3 great goals, earning him the incentive award.   
 
Well done team! 
 
Shane Daly 
Coach 
 
CHESS 
The B and C Grade teams were ‘in action’ last Friday night 
with mixed results.  The B Grade was very successful, 
defeating Westminster 5:0 with wins to all players, Anton 
Popov, Nick Bennett, Nikolai Sas, Lachlan Carlsson-Forbes 
and Sam Powell.  
The C Grade was not as fortunate, losing to Scotch Gold 
4:1. Newcomer Matt Dennis and Harrison Robinson-Cox 
each obtained a draw and the other players, Caleb Maru, 
Tommy Han and Mitchell Potter, were unfortunate not to 
win this time around 
 

 



MS READATHON 
 

As a whole of school push we support the Premier 
Reading Challenge. MS Readathon raises money for 
research into Multiple Sclerosis. 
 

The Readathon provides an opportunity for both avid 
and reluctant readers to show or practice skills. 
 

We recommend it to you for your consideration. 
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Did you know that in 2008 there will be more 
than five times the number of children reading 
for the MS Readathon than there will be 
athletes at the Beijing Olympics? 
 

Clapham Primary School is encouraging 
children to have fun reading to change the 
lives of Australians living with Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS) by taking part in the annual MS 
Readathon. 
 

Each year children are asked to help people 
living with MS by collecting sponsorship from 
family and friends for the books they read in 
the month of June. 
 

REGISTER NOW! 
Students are encouraged to race to register 
either via the MS Readathon website or a 
registration form available from school. Get in 
early to ensure children receive their Starter’s 
Pack in time to start their very own Olympic-
sized reading event this June! 
 

For more information, visit 
www.msreadathon.org.au or call the 
State/Territory office on 1300 677 323. 
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The Breathe Better Health Line is a free information 
service provided by the Asthma Foundation of South 
Australia (AFSA).  You can call on 1800 645 130, between 
9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday to Friday to talk to the 
friendly educators.  Trained educators can provide 
information about asthma, eczema, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD), anaphylaxis, allergy and 
other respiratory conditions. 
 
The Breathe Better Health Line can also arrange an 
appointment for you to meet face-to-face with an 
asthma educator at the Asthma Foundation of SA 
office at Hilton.  The asthma educator can provide 
information on what triggers your asthma, how to get 
the best results from your medications, and how to 
control your asthma. 

 
Chipping In – Hi from Ross 
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Change and more change.  A few months ago I 
wrote about change, Sorry Day and the benefits 
of empathy.  Well here we go around again, the 
new annual Sorry Day is upon us, and the other 
day I was thinking about another facet of change 
that may be helpful to share.  It seemed clear 
that with empathy and love real change is quite 
possible, but how it might unfold in our everyday 
living is another thing. 
 

Personal change needs to be worked out in our 
relationships so we interact in new ways.  A 
secure relational home base or context providing 
love, acceptance and empathy seems essential 
to our courage to make a change.  But it would 
also seem essential for those relationships to be 
strong enough to manage those conversations 
and resolve those conflicts that allow us to move 
forward and relate in new ways.   
 

The Restorative Practices approach to 
behaviour at school seems a great example.  
First it prioritises healthy relationships, and 
secondly, it provides a process for overcoming 
those conflicts that hold people back from 
growth.   
 

An article by Margaret Armstrong in the Teacher 
Learning Network provides a good summary.  
‘The underpinning philosophy of Restorative 
Practices views schooling in a relational context.  
Restorative Practice aims to engage students in 
meaningful dialogue and to restore relationships 
by involving those most directly affected’… ‘it 
becomes a vehicle for culture change in 
schools’.  ‘Through dialogue, wrongdoers are 
encouraged to be accountable for their 
behaviour and take responsibility for their 
actions by making amends to those affected.  
Restorative Practices empowers young people, 
be they victim or offender, to act in socially 
responsible ways.’  
 

Inspiring stuff – I reckon. This week some of the 
teachers and I are going to a Restorative 
Approaches training day.  Hopefully we can gain 
insight into how to further implement this 
somewhat revolutionary but also commonsense 
approach in our own precious school 
community. 
Cheers Ross   


