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  NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR  
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH, 2008 

 

Clapham School Community aims to provide a safe, happy and vibrant learning environment where all  
are valued and are encouraged to develop responsibility, confidence and a love of learning. 

 

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 		 ��
  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11 TH   *  ACQUAINTANCE NIGHT  

               Rms 1,2,3,4,6 5.30 – 6.00 p.m. 
       Rms 5,7,9  6.00 – 6.30 p.m. 
                                  Rms 10,11,12 6.30 – 7.00 p.m. 

       *  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 7.15 P.M.  NIBBLES  7.00 P.M. 
 FEBRUARY 15TH, 18TH, 20TH,  *  SWIMMING -  ROOM 5  11.15 – 12.45 A.M. 
                      22ND 25TH     
 MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18 TH   *  GOVERNING COUNCIL MEETING 7.15 P.M.    
 



 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 		 ��
  MONDAY, MARCH 10TH   *  ADELAIDE CUP HOLIDAY 
  FRIDAY, MARCH 14TH   *  SPORTS DAY 
 

Dear Students, Parents & Friends of Clapham 
 
WELCOME TO OUR FIRST NEWSLETTER FOR THE YEAR 
  
WOW! 
Due to the structure and numbers in our classes we 
have been notified that we are eligible for two more 
classes. We get these two classes under the 
Government’s Year 3  and the Early Years Initiatives. 
The way it has worked out will enable us to have most 
classes from Reception to Year 4 with 20 students in 
them.  
 

This is fantastic news for student learning! 
 

With the smooth start to the year we have enjoyed, 
the changes to classes will come as a bit of a 
surprise to some students and parents. We know 
that there will be a short grieving period around 
change, just as we know children will settle in wel l 
to their new class, especially when they have the 
support of their parents. 
 
With this newsletter comes the new class lists. All 
teachers have been involved in a series of intense 
negotiations and planning over the last couple of days to 
arrive at the classes as printed. We are looking forward 
to the new and decidedly better set up for children. The 

learning about Values over the past few weeks serves 
as a good foundation to work through change. 
 
A LITTLE BIT OF BUSINESS  
1. SCHOOL FEES 

Invoices for school fees went home today in an 
envelope. We have really appreciated the very high 
percentage of payments and payment of the 
voluntary fees as well.  You do make a difference 
for your child!  
 

2. ACQUAINTANCE MEETINGS  
Next Monday prior to the AGM a series of meetings 
are held that give you the opportunity to hear what 
each of your children’s classroom teachers have as 
priorities, expectations, what the day looks like, and 
topics for the term. You will hear how the curriculum 
is arranged. It also gives you the opportunity to ask 
about the organisation of the class and how you can 
support your child. This meeting is not about 
individual children. Should you wish to discuss your 
child with the teacher, please make an appointment 
at a mutually agreed time.  

�
The meetings are held in the classroom and the times 
are as follows: 

· Rooms 1,2,3,4,6   5.30-6.00pm 
· Rooms 5,7,9   6.00-6.30pm 
· Rooms 10, 11,12  6.30-7.00pm 



3. FAMILY HOLIDAYS  
During the year many of our families have their holidays 
during term time. Regulations require parents to seek 
exemption from school for those holidays. The Principal 
can approve less than a month of school days. If 
holidays are a month or longer of school days, the 
submission must go via the school to DECS.  It takes 
some time for the approval process to be completed. If 
you are planning a holiday over a month, please see me 
so we can submit the details and get approval for 
exemption before you go on your holidays.  
  
4. SOCIAL SPACE  
Over the next week there will be a lot of activity in the 
Social Space.  You will be able to see changes almost 
daily. 
 

We’re looking forward to having a great term! 
 

See you at the AGM on Monday! 
 

Regards,  Richard & Rod 
 

�

 

PLEASE LOOK FOR THESE COMMUNICATIONS! 
These communications were sent home this week: 
o Info for Cricket players and Health forms 
o Invoices for Material & Services fees 
 

Inserts with this newsletter 
o Information & permission slip from Ross Stewart, our 

Christian Pastoral Support Worker 
o Nomination for Governing Council and Sub-committees 

for 2008 
o New class list 
o ICT Copyright Policy  
 

Copies of all communications mentioned here are always 
available from the Front Office 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC  
Year 5 
The Instrumental Music Service uses Clapham as a 
Hub and next Tuesday they will have another ‘Come 
and Try’ day.  We urge parents to encourage their 
Year 5 children - and Year 6 & 7’s - to come and 
have a go!  
Year 3 
Year 3 students have strings lessons. If you would 
like your child to have a go, please let Richard know. 
 

There is a $70 hire fee for the children’s size violin 
and an admin fee. 
 

The costs of both programs are extremely cheap. All 
teachers are qualified teachers and musicians. Take 
advantage of having this service at our school.   
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The Premier’s Reading Challenge is a Literacy Program 
in South Australian schools which is entering its fifth 
year.  It is designed to encourage children to enjoy 
reading and to build on their literacy levels.   
 

The Premier’s Reading Challenge Booklist is in three 
sections.  

· Reception to Year 2  –   RED label  
· Year 3 – Year 5   –   GREEN label 
· Year 6 – Year 9   –   YELLOW label 

 

An ID number is written on each label. 
 

Students may choose any book from the booklist as 
long as the book is at their level and challenging for 
them to read. 
 

The Challenge is to read, or share in reading, twelve 
books before September 5th, 2008.  Eight books need to 
be from the Premier's Reading Challenge booklists. The 
other four books can be your own choice. You can 
choose all twelve books from the list if you would like to. 
 

Each student needs a Student Reading Record sheet 
where each book read must be entered, together with 
an ID number, Title and Author, and then initialled by 
the parent or teacher. When completed the sheet needs 
to be signed off by the teacher or Library staff.  
 

Nearly 100% of the students completed the Challenge 
last year, which resulted in a special visit from the 
Premier, Mike Rann. This year our aim is to achieve the 
same result, if not better.  
The students between Years 5-7 seem to struggle 
slightly keeping up.  Could you please support your 
child/ren by promoting reading at home and ensuring at 
least one sheet is completed. 
 

Once a student has finished their first sheet they have 
completed the Challenge and will receive a P.R.C. 
Award towards the end of the year.  
 

This year, as an added incentive, Clapham Primary is 
holding a P.R.C. Raffle.  Each time a student completes 
a sheet they can fill out a raffle ticket and be in the draw, 
with a chance to win vouchers from one of our local 
book stores, Mostly Books.  Remember, the more 
sheets completed, the greater chance each student has 
to win a prize.  
 

Good Luck! 
 

1st Prize $25 Voucher 
2nd Prize $20 Voucher 
3rd Prize $15 Voucher 

 

Once completed, the first sheet should be brought up to 
the Library where the student’s name will be written on a 
fish currently existing in the waters of The River Murray 
and placed on the River. (This is done only once). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parents can ask for additional reading record sheets 
from the Front Office or Library staff.  All completed 
sheets will be stored in the Library. Some teachers 
prefer to keep the incomplete sheets in their 
classrooms, and some are happy for the parents and 
students to hold onto them. Please ask your teacher for 
their preference.  Thank you to all parents for your 
support. 
 

The website address is: 
www.premiersreadingchallenge.sa.edu.au 
 
Helen Krinas - Library 
 

PREMIER READING CHALLENGE AWARDS 2008  
First year   :   Certificate 
Second year  : Bronze medal 
Third year   :    Silver medal  
Fourth year   :    Gold medal  
Fifth year   :    Champion medal  
Sixth year   :   Legend medal  
Seventh year   :    Hall of Fame medal 
�
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CRICKET 
Coaches have met and decided we will have a B 
Grade, C Grade and two Kanga teams for this term.   
 
Updated team lists and Saturday’s draw will be sent 
home with your child tomorrow. 
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